Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. 

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. Also, as you will see, I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible, and it should help you keep better eye contact with the congregation since you should find it easier to keep your place while reading. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: #2
Call to Worship: Psalm 95:1-3

Brothers and Sisters: Our help is in the name of the Lord … Doesn’t forsake wks of His hands
  



Grace be yours in abundance, with Mercy and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him #152
“Come, Thou almighty King” 




Please be seated 
We will profess our faith using Athanasian Creed  pg.8-9 Forms and Confessions
 Leader reads alone or with helper!
Heidelberg Catechism LD 8



Song of continued worship and Praise #155   “Holy, holy, holy!” 
We come now to our time of Congregational Prayer. 

Let’s now cont. To worship as we bring to the Lord His Tithes and our Freewill offerings: As the Deacons come ...

Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep:   Psalm #156
“Stand up and bless the Lord” 
Sermon Text:
Trinitarian Survey of the Bible
 
Sermon Title: 
“Trinitarian Survey of the Bible” LD 8
Let us now sing a song of Response – Psalm #392
“Christ is made the sure foundation”  (tune 241) Vs 1-3, 5
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you,
May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen




Doxology: 
#523
Evening Sermon: “A Trinitarian Survey of the Bible”
Text: Matthew 28:18-20
Reading:  HC LD#8 + Athanasian Creed
Introduction:
Parents, have you ever tried to explain the trinity to your children or to someone new to the faith? We often find it far harder to explain it than our children find it to understand… it can be very hard to describe. But it is one of those doctrines which we simply need to accept by faith – which our children often do better than their parents!

We often want to use illustrations like water to explain How God can be 3 and 1… for example, we might want to say God is 3: Father, Son and Holy Spirit yet 1 God, in the same way that Water can be liquid, Ice and Steam all different and yet still H2O/Water! But the problem with that is that the same entire liter of water cannot be liquid, ice and steam all at the same time – and yet God is Always Father, Son and Holy Spirit all at the same time.
There are a number of various types of illustrations which you shouldn’t use to describe the Trinity. God is not a 3 leaf clover, He is not like a man with different hats or roles to play! The ONLY type of diagram or illustration which works is to draw a triangle in a circle. The Circle is God, and each length of the triangle represents one of the 3 persons of the Trinity.
It is strikingly simple… and yet, hopelessly complex! And yet, the wonderful blessing is that it is true, REGARDLESS of whether we understand everything about it! And as I give a defense of Biblical doctrine of the Trinity tonight… I believe you will grow in your understanding of God and your confidence in the Christian Faith – EVEN if you don’t understand it completely! And what a blessing that is! 
(Review) Last Sunday night, we looked at Lord’s Day 7 and 8, and we looked at the necessity and biblical value of creedal statements. Now, that was an important task, because the main point of Lord’s Day 8 is to define the Trinity. And as you may know, the Trinity is not clearly explained in the Scriptures, even though it is clearly seen! WE NEED CREEDAL Statements and Confessions, to collate and organize that fundamental teaching about God and defend the Church against Error! AS we see in the Nicene Creed and the Athanasian creed! 
Tonight, we will not preach the confessions, but we will open up the Trinity from Scripture: As we will Learn: God’s Word teaches that there is one True God who exists in three persons: Father, Son & Holy Spirit.  
I will explain that under 2 headings:
I. The Biblical Evidence for the Trinity 

II. The Practical Implications of the Trinity

Let’s begin with:

I. The Biblical Evidence for the Trinity    
(REPEAT)      I want to begin with: The  Classic Texts:  
You have probably heard that the OT word used most often for God-Eloheim is plural in form. Starting all the way back in Genesis, God seems to represent Himself as the One God who is also plural. For instance in Genesis 1:26, God says, “Let US make man in OUR image, in OUR likeness.” We understand this as evidence for the Trinity: We are especially confident in this assessment, because the Bible collectively includes all 3 members of the Trinity in the act of Creation! James calls God, “the Father of the Heavenly lights” (which we believe to be a reference to the Father’s involvement); 
John tells us that it was through and by the power of Christ that all things were made; and Genesis 1 mentions that the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters at the start of creation!

Some deny this explanation, claiming that Genesis 1 is the Royal “we” (kings/queens use plural of majesty), but there is no evidence in the Bible for that kind of language – No examples of Bible Kings using that plural of majesty!

 Others claim that God is speaking collectively of Himself and the angels… here! So, when He said, Let us make man in OUR image… that would mean we were made in the image of God & in the image of the angels… But the Bible gives NO indication of that! Still others make crazy grammatical cases for translating this in the singular – but none of these arguments hold water! Because the Bible still notes that each member of the Trinity were involved in Creation in different ways!

The Next famous passage for the Trinity is the Great Commission in Matthew 28. There the disciples and the church were commissioned to “make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” The key thing that we see here is that we are told to baptize in the NAME Singular of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This is a confirmation that we serve ONE God, but that He exists in 3 distinct persons. Some claim that this reference to the Trinity was added later. All the manuscripts we have are some 300 years after the writing of Matthew and they ALL have the Trinitarian reference to Baptism. However, based on the writings of one Church Father in particular some Falsely claim that all of these manuscripts were changed to promote a pagan theory. This is not true, and the evidence for this seems VERY slim.
     These first two passages are often debated, but on very poor grounds: You do not need to fear such arguments.

Genesis 1 and Matthew 28 are strong enough, clear enough to teach the Trinity!
But that isn’t all we have! Another great Trinitarian passage is the Benediction of 2 Corinthians 13:14 – I often use this in worship: “May the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.”  Contrary to the arguments brought against the first 2 classic passages… There is no evidence which puts this benediction in doubt. Some Cult websites even admitted that there was no hard evidence to disprove this text. And HERE IS THE CRUX OF THE MATTER: The leaders of God’s people always blessed the people in God’s name. You would never bless in the name of a man, or a force, or an angel – therefore, Paul is clearly calling on believers to recognize that God exists in 3 persons – the Father, the Son: Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. 




And this points us back to the earlier Aaronic benediction from the Old Testament. There God called the priests to bless the people saying: “May the Lord Bless you and Keep you, May the Lord turn His face toward you and be gracious to you, May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.” There are not 3 Lords/Jehovahs – There is but one God, and yet He commanded the Priests to bless in 3 ways. In this we recognize some familiar Trinitarian themes: God the Father is defined in James 1 as the source of all blessing and every good thing.  Paul identifies Jesus Christ as the one who would give grace to you! And as Paul teaches in Romans (8 & 14) those in fellowship with the Holy Spirit experience His peace. The Blessings of God’s people are intimately related to the Trinity – and they always have been, even though this doctrine was not explicitly explained in any one passage!
There are two more classic passages that have to do with Jesus’ life and ministry. When the angel spoke to Mary regarding the birth of Jesus Christ, He said (Luke 1:35), “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the MOST HIGH will overshadow you. So the Holy One to be born will be called the Son of God.” All three persons of the Trinity are noted there. You see the Most High (God the Father) sending the Holy Spirit to conceive the Son of God in Mary’s womb. But that isn’t the only place in Jesus’ ministry where we see this sort of thing… also at Jesus’ Baptism: God the Father spoke from Heaven saying, This is my beloved Son, & the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus like a dove. All three visually or audibly represented at the same time. This is not debated by the cults, nor is it a coincidence!
There are so many connections to the Trinity in the Bible – the New Testament especially… that you would do great violence to just about any major doctrine if you tried to understand it without the Trinity. 
And that brings us to our Second point:

II. The Practical Implications of the Trinity      (REPEAT)
a. FIRST of All… I want you to Think about the Inspiration of God’s Word
What would it mean for the Inspiration, Authority and Sufficiency of Scripture if the Holy Spirit was not Truly God? Paul describes the Scriptures as “God-breathed,” BUT Peter describes the Scriptures as being written by men “carried along by the Holy Spirit.” If the Holy Spirit is not truly God, then who or what is he/it? And how then was God’s Word “Breathed-out” by Him? FURTHER Still, we are told that the words of the prophets were the words of Jehovah, and in John 1, we are told that in the beginning was the Word… Jesus is the Word of God made flesh (and He is the Revelation of the Father)! All 3 members of the Godhead are tied together in the creation of the Bible. The Father declares – the Son Reveals , and the Spirit Inspired and carried along the human authors! 

If we deny the Trinity it causes problems with our fundamental understanding of What is the Bible?!
 And that is just a minor application… what about the biggest  doctrine of our faith:
b. Think about the Gospel without the Trinity…
Most of you know John 3:16 off by heart: “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” In Jewish culture, the son was considered the heir to the father, and the son spoke with the authority of his father. We know this from the fact that the Jews wanted to stone Jesus for saying that He was the Son of God. Therefore, in the classic Gospel text, we have God the Father sending His only Son to save sinners! And Jesus HAD JUST TAUGHT earlier in John 3 about the necessity for men/women to be born again by the power of the Spirit in order to SEE or Enter the Kingdom of God! In John chapter 3 alone, we have clear references to three distinct and divine persons involved with salvation! The TRINITY is Essential to the Doctrine of Salvation!
(you can ask for the verses later)
But: Let me explain this using Biblical language without references: God the Father chose who would be saved in Christ from before the creation of the World; He then sent Christ to suffer and die in the place of sinners. Christ humbled Himself, even though He was in very nature God, He made Himself nothing taking the very nature of a servant being made in human likeness , and He was anointed by the Holy Spirit in His Baptism –who descended upon Him in the form of a dove while the Father declared His approval – FURTHER, Christ humbled Himself and became obedient to the Cross (obedient to the Father’s command, that not His will, but the Father’s will would be done). On the Cross, Christ was stricken by God the Father, smitten by Him and afflicted – leading Jesus to cry out, My God, My God, Why have you forsaken me?! Christ rose from the dead by the Power of God the Father through the Spirit. Christ then ascended into Heaven to sit at the right hand of God the Father, and together the Father and the Son sent and poured out the Holy Spirit on the Church in Acts 2. The Holy Spirit is the one who applies the work of Christ by enabling the elect to put their faith in Christ. 
The whole Gospel depends on the doctrine of the Trinity, for if there is only one person in the Godhead – then suddenly everything turns sideways! If Jesus wasn’t truly the Divine Son of God – then He was a liar! If He is Truly Divine and yet not part of the Trinity, then suddenly we are talking about multiple Gods! And the Old and New Testament profession statement: “The Lord our God is One” would become a lie! Also, you have to start asking questions about so much in the Gospel that it just becomes absurd. If there is only one, THEN who poured out wrath on Christ on the Cross?

And John 16 – when Jesus said, it is good for me to go away so that I can send you the Spirit… With no Trinity that passage is unintelligible!
We NEED the Doctrine of the Trinity to make sense of who God the Father is, who Jesus is and How He can save us, and How the Holy Spirit can make those who are dead in sin, alive in Christ! 











The Trinity is an essential part of the Gospel!
Conclusion: Tonight, we have seen that the Doctrine of the Trinity is both True and Necessary to understand the Bible and the Gospel… But let me point something out here… In a particular way, the Trinity is important for your salvation. If you deny the Trinity, and deny the divinity of Jesus Christ, or of the Holy Spirit – the odds are, that you don’t understand the Gospel and that you are not saved. 
HOWEVER! Listen carefully… You don’t have to understand HOW the Trinity works to be saved!







 You simply need to rest in the sufficiency of God’s Word…

So, while it can be very difficult to explain this doctrine – don’t let it disturb your faith if you struggle to explain it. The very  point that God is described in the Bible as Infinitely higher and greater and wiser than us – should give you comfort that it is OKAY not to fully understand this doctrine! 


Never listen to the attacks of cults, other religions or the attacks of Satan in your own thoughts… 



GOD IS Marvelous and Glorious – and fallen sinful men will never fully comprehend God. Some people like to envision and belittle God in a way that they can readily understand, but to do so is to create a false God! You are called to live by faith! And that faith calls you to live as the Children of God the Father, saved by your elder Brother Jesus Christ who lived and died for you – and you are enabled to HAVE that faith only by the power of the Holy Spirit working in your heart! 


So, regardless of how easily you understand the nature of God. You are saved by His power, so surely you can leave such matters in His hand with no concern! 
God is Almighty, God is Good, and God is worthy of your trust!  Amen!
Word count 2566 without explanations below: 

But: Let me explain this using Biblical language without references: God the Father chose who would be saved in Christ from before the creation of the World (Eph.1:3-6); He then sent Christ to suffer and die in the place of sinners (John 3:16 & 10:11,Mark 10:45, Rom.5:6) . Christ humbled Himself, even though He was in very nature God, He made Himself nothing taking the very nature of a servant being made in human likeness (Phil. 2:1-11), and He was anointed by the Holy Spirit in His Baptism –who descended upon Him in the form of a dove while the Father declared His approval (Matt.3:13-17, Mark 1:9-11, Luke 3:21-23) – FURTHER, Christ humbled Himself and became obedient to the Cross (obedient to the Father’s command, that not His will, but the Father’s will would be done) (Luke 22:42). On the Cross, Christ was stricken by God the Father, smitten by Him and afflicted ( Isaiah 52:12-53:13)– leading Jesus to cry out, My God, My God, Why have you forsaken me?! (Ps.22 and Matt.27:46) Christ rose from the dead by the Power of God the Father through the Spirit (Romans 8:10-12, Eph.1:19-21). Christ then ascended into Heaven to sit at the right hand of God the Father, and together the Father and the Son sent and poured out the Holy Spirit on the Church in Acts 2 (Eph. 1:19-23 + others). The Holy Spirit is the one who applies the work of Christ by enabling the elect to put their faith in Christ. (Ezekiel 36:26-27, John 3:5-8,)
� 	Please note that you can periodically use a scripture for introducing the offering, or place this after the preaching of the Word.





